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region and describe how they will be 
included in the process. Where appro-
priate, it should include an expression 
of their interest and a definition of the 
extent and limits of their role in solid 
waste management planning. 

(d) The notification should provide a 
schedule for phasing of plan develop-
ment with the identification of agen-
cies to carry out those plans, showing 
the projected maturation of manage-
ment agencies and the milestones for 
those agencies in taking over the plan 
implementation process. 

(e) This notification should include 
establishment of State agencies where 
regional planning and implementation 
agencies have not been identified with-
in 270 days of the Governor’s promulga-
tion of regulations identifying regional 
boundaries. 

(See sec. 4006(b)(2)) 

§ 255.41 Procedure for revision. 

The procedure for revising regional 
identifications or agency responsibil-
ities should be specified by the notifi-
cation. 

(a) The State should review and, if 
appropriate, revise or modify the iden-
tification of regions and the respon-
sibilities of local and regional agencies 
at intervals of less than 3 years. Re-
view and modification should include, 
but not be limited to, the following 
areas: 

(1) Whether new regions should be 
identified, or whether present bound-
aries should be modified. 

(2) Whether responsibilities of an 
agency should be expanded or reduced 
due to changes in the needs for solid 
waste functions in the region. 

(b) Revisions or adjustments to the 
State plan may require minor bound-
ary or agency changes from time to 
time. The appropriate EPA Regional 
Administrator should be notified of 
such revisions by the State solid waste 
agency. 

(c) Major revisions or adjustments in 
agencies or boundaries should be made 
in consultation with local officials and 
be subject to the same procedures used 
in the original identification process. 
Notification of such revisions should be 
submitted with State plan updates. 
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AUTHORITY: Sec. 4002(b), Pub. L. 94–580, 90 
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otherwise noted. 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For approval of State 
solid waste management plans see the List of 
CFR Sections Affected in the Finding Aids 
section of this volume. 

Subpart A—Purpose, General 
Requirements, Definitions 

§ 256.01 Purpose and scope of the 
guidelines. 

(a) The purpose of these guidelines is 
to assist in the development and imple-
mentation of State solid waste man-
agement plans, in accordance with sec-
tion 4002(b) of the Solid Waste Disposal 
Act, as amended by the Resource Con-
servation and Recovery Act of 1976 (42 
U.S.C. 6942(b)) (the ‘‘Act’’). These 
guidelines contain methods for achiev-
ing the objectives of environmentally 
sound management and disposal of 
solid and hazardous waste, resource 
conservation, and maximum utiliza-
tion of valuable resources. 

(b) These guidelines address the min-
imum requirements for approval of 
State plans as set forth in section 4003 
of the Act. These are: 

(1) The plan shall identify, in accord-
ance with section 4006(b), (i) the re-
sponsibilities of State, local, and re-
gional authorities in the implementa-
tion of the State plan, (ii) the distribu-
tion of Federal funds to the authorities 
responsible for development and imple-
mentation of the State plan, and (iii) 
the means for coordinating regional 

planning and implementation under 
the State plan. 

(2) The plan shall, in accordance with 
section 4005(c), prohibit the establish-
ment of new open dumps within the 
State, and contain requirements that 
all solid waste (including solid waste 
originating in other States, but not in-
cluding hazardous waste) shall be (i) 
utilized for resource recovery or (ii) 
disposed of in sanitary landfills (within 
the meaning of section 4004(a)) or oth-
erwise disposed of in an environ-
mentally sound manner. 

(3) The plan shall provide for the 
closing or upgrading of all existing 
open dumps within the State pursuant 
to the requirements of section 4005. 

(4) The plan shall provide for the es-
tablishment of such State regulatory 
powers as may be necessary to imple-
ment the plan. 

(5) The plan shall provide that no 
local government within the State 
shall be prohibited under State or local 
law from entering into long-term con-
tracts for the supply of solid waste to 
resource recovery facilities. 

(6) The plan shall provide for re-
source conservation or recovery and for 
the disposal of solid waste in sanitary 
landfills or for any combination of 
practices so as may be necessary to use 
or dispose of such waste in a manner 
that is environmentally sound. 

(c) These guidelines address the re-
quirement of section 4005(c) that a 
State plan: 

Shall establish, for any entity which dem-
onstrates that it has considered other public 
or private alternatives for solid waste man-
agement to comply with the prohibition on 
open dumping and is unable to utilize such 
alternatives to so comply, a timetable or 
schedule of compliance for such practice or 
disposal of solid waste which specifies a 
schedule of remedial measures, including an 
enforceable sequence of actions or operations 
leading to compliance with the prohibition 
on open dumping of solid waste within a rea-
sonable time (not to exceed five years from 
the date of publication of the inventory). 

§ 256.02 Scope of the State solid waste 
management plan. 

(a)(1) The State plan shall address all 
solid waste in the State that poses po-
tential adverse effects on health or the 
environment or provides opportunity 
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